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and both Grey and Haldane decided to come in.   It was put to them 1906-1906
that they were not justified, on a seemingly personal point, in deal- Age 3™64
ing the Liberal Party and the Free Trade cause what might be a very
damaging blow on the eve of a general election, and this view pre-
vailed.
" I don't want you to risk your personal position more than is
absolutely necessary/' Grey had written to Asquith on the morning
of December 4th, " if you go in eventually without me, I shall be
quite happy outside, and I shan't think it in the least wrong. If
it comes to the worst, I hold you quite free."1 Asquith has defined
his own attitude in his Memories and Reflections.* "I was most
anxious," he says, " that Grey should come in and go to the Foreign
Office, for which his qualifications were unique, and I was equally
determined not to press any claim put forward on my behalf, unless
it met with Campbell-Bannerman's free and full assent." Undoubt-
edly at that moment he shared Grey's view that it would be better
both for the party and for Campbell-Bannerman himself that he
should not undertake the double burden of conducting the Govern-
ment and leading in the House of Commons, and in his talks with
hi™ on the Tuesday and Wednesday of this week he made a
strong personal appeal to him to solve the difficulty in the manner
suggested.8 But the thought of applying pressure to obtain an
advantage for himself was extremely distasteful to him, and when
Campbell-Bannerman definitely declined, he was of opinion that
Grey should yield.
Lord Morley has characterised these transactions as " unedi-
fying," and others have spoken of them as a " conspiracy " to
compel Campbell-Bannerman to give the most important places ia
his Government to the Liberal Imperialist group. There was no
conspiracy, and so far as the principal offices were concerned, any
pressure would have been forcing an open door. No one dreamt of
any Chancellor of the Exchequer but Asquith, and in the three days
in which it was doubtful whether Sir Edward Grey would come in,
Campbell-Bannerman (having by this time appointed Lord Elgin
to the Colonial Office) was in great perplexity about an effective
substitute for him at the Foreign Office. As for the War Office,
which fell to Mr. Haldane3 it was considered in those days to be the
grave of reputations, and when someone commented on the peni-
tential nature of this refuge for Mr. Haldane, Campbell-Bannerman
1 See also Lord Grey's Twenty.five Yew99 I, 62.   " Asquith had from the first
been prepared to take office."
*   Vol. I, 195.
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